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CHAPTER 18

1. The source that provides 95 percent of Egyptians with their water is the _____________________________.

2. Long, thin valleys that formed in Africa as continental plates pulled apart are called ____________________.

3. Africa's highest peak is called   _________________________________. 

4. A steep slope with a nearly flat plateau on top is a ________________________________________.

5. After oil, the most profitable commodity in Africa is __________________________________________.  

6. What makes agriculture the single most important economic activity in Africa?  

Select the letter of the term, name, or phrase that best matches each description. 

A. J. oasis 

B. Sahel 

C. F. aquifer 

D. G. desertification 

E. B. aquifer 

F. C. Sahara 

G. oil 

H. D. Serengeti 

I. E. oasis 

J. Serengeti 

K. canopy 

L. canopy 

M. Aswan High Dam 

N. rift valleys 

O. Nile  

____ 7. the largest desert in the world     

____ 8. stores of underground water    

____ 9. an area with water that supports vegetation and wildlife in a desert   

____ 10. a grassland in Africa that is ideal for grazing animals    

____ 11. the tops of trees in a rain forest, about 150 feet above the ground  

____ 12. Which of these is the term for long, thin valleys that formed as a result of continental plates pulling apart.    

____ 13. Which of these is the name of the longest river in the world?   

____ 14. Which of these supports wildlife and vegetation in a desert?   

____ 15. Which of these is the name of the tropical grassland area in north-central Tanzania?  

____ 16. Which of these is a source of underground water?   

____ 17. Which of these is a place where you would find most animals in a rain forest?    

____ 18. Which of these is the name of the narrow band of grassland found along the southern edge of the Sahara?   

____ 19. Which of these is the term that indicates a shift of the desert?   

____ 20. Which of these is the structure built to regulate water supply along the Nile River?   

____ 21. Which of these identifies the industry that has caused severe environmental damage in the Niger delta?     

Read each statement. If it is true, write "true" on the line. If it is false, write "false."

__________ 22. Sahel means "shore of the desert."    

__________ 23. Desertification is an expansion of moist conditions to dry areas that are next to deserts.    

__________ 24. Rich oil deposits were discovered in the Niger delta in 1956.   

__________ 25. The construction of the Aswan High Dam has solved all of the Egyptians' water problems.   

__________ 26. The presence of silt increases the fertility of soil.   

27. Why do you think people continue to farm in the Sahel, even though this activity contributes to desertification?  

28. If you could visit only one area of Africa-either the Serengeti or a rain forest-which place would you visit and what would you expect to see there? Explain the reasons for your choice.  

Answer Sheet

1. C. the Nile River. 

2. A. rift valleys. 

3. D. Mount Kilimanjaro. 

4. B. an escarpment. 

5. C. coffee. 

6. Answer: Farm products account for nearly one-third of the continent's exports, and about two-thirds of the people of Africa earn their living from farming.   

7. C. Sahara 

8. B. aquifer 

9. E. oasis 

10. D. Serengeti 

11. A. canopy 

12. Possible answers: Reasons for the choice will vary. Students who choose the Serengeti will see grasslands and herds of wildebeest, gazelles, and zebras. Those who go to the rain forest will see birds, monkeys, flying foxes, and snakes.  

13. True  

14. False  

15. True  

16. False  

17. True  

18. Possible answer: Many people in the area are poor and need to farm to survive in the short term. Since they have few, if any, alternatives they can't afford to worry about long-term problems or solutions.  

19. E. rift valleys 

20. I. Nile 

21. J. oasis 

22. A. Serengeti 

23. F. aquifer 

24. C. canopy 

25. B. Sahel 

26. G. desertification 

27. D. Aswan High Dam 

28. H. oil 

