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Chapter 18 Outline

Physical Geography of Africa

1. Many African countries are enriched with this precious gem.

2. In Angola, why do rebel groups and the government sell diamonds?

3. What landform covers most of Africa?

4. Describe the basins in Africa.

5. Name and describe the longest river in the world.

6. Why are Africa’s rivers difficult to navigate?

7. How might this affect Africa’s economy?

8. Where are Africa’s rift valleys, and how did they form?

9. Name the longest freshwater lake in the world.

10. Name Africa’s largest lake.  How is it different than Lake Tanganyika?

11. Name Africa’s highest point.

12. A steep slope with a nearly flat plateau on top.

13. What type of minerals makes Africa one of the world’s richest continents?

14. Why is Africa’s population not economically prosperous?

15.  List the African countries that have a large amount of oil.

16.   Name the major commodities produced in Africa.

17. The largest desert in the world that expands 3,000 miles across Northern Africa and is growing.

18. An underground layer of rock that stores water.

19. A place where water from an aquifer reaches the surface.

20. Describe the area of Africa that lies within the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.

21. Where does most precipitation fall in Africa and how often?

22. What type of climate is found on the northern and southern tips of the continent?

23. Describe the Serengeti Plain in Northern Tanzania.

24.  Where are Africa’s major rain forests?

25. How do rain forests maintain such a high level of moisture?

26. What is the rain forest’s canopy?

27. Define desertification and name some of its causes. 

28. Describe the damage caused by the Nigerian oil industries.

29. What holds back the Nile to create Lake Nasser, and what does it do for farmers?

30. What are the problems caused by the Aswan High Dam?

