
Graphic Organizer

How do the extremes of physical geography in Russia and the Republics affect the lives of the region’s people?

	Physical Geography
	Affects on the Region’s people

	Landforms
	

	Resources
	

	Climate and Vegetation
	

	Human – Environment Interaction
	


SECTION 1 – Landforms and Resources

1. The name for the fertile soil in the Northern European Plain is ___________________. 

2. Some geographers consider the dividing line between Europe and Asia to be _____________________.

3. Eurasia is the name given to Europe and Asia by those who __________________________________. 

4. The region that consists of the republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia is known as  ______________________________________________________________. 

5. Between the Caspian Sea and the mountains of Central Asia, you will find a dry lowland area known as the ________________________________________________.

6. What prevents Russia and the Republics from taking advantage of their many natural resources?  

Section 2 – Climate and vegetation

Select the letter of the term, name, or phrase that best completes the statement.

  A. taiga 

  B. continentality 

  C. tundra 

  D. Kyrzyl Kum 

  E. subtropical 

____ 7. Distance from the moderating influence of the sea is known as ________.   

____ 8. Moist air arriving from the Mediterranean Sea gives Transcaucasia a ________ climate.  

____ 9. You will find only mosses, lichens, small herbs, and low shrubs in the ________.   

____ 10. The largest forest on the earth is called the ________.    

____ 11. The two main deserts found in the western and central areas of Central Asia are Kara Kum and ________.   

12. What are the differences in the steppe and the deserts in Central Asia?  Be sure to include the locations.   

Section 3 – Human – Environment Interaction

Read each statement. If it is true, write "true" on the line. If it is false, write "false."  If the statement is false, correct the statement so that it would be true.

__________ 13. The water supply in the Caspian Sea has been depleted as a result of water being diverted to irrigate farmlands.  

__________ 14. Rainfall that is not absorbed by the soil is called runoff.   

__________ 15. Though Siberia is known for its extremely cold winters, warmer weather also brings a problem of mosquitoes and other insects.    

__________ 16. The Trans-Siberian Railway runs from Moscow to western Europe.   

__________ 17. The building of the Trans-Siberian Railway increased access to the mineral wealth of the region surrounding it.   

18. How are the severe Russian winters both a benefit and a hindrance to the people of the region?  

CHAPTER 15

19. What factors might explain why Russia and the Republics receive relatively little precipitation and frequently experience extreme temperatures?  Which of the Five Themes of Geography applies to this situation?

20. Given what you have read about the dependency of Central Asian farmers on the water from the Amu Darya and Syr Darya rivers, how likely do you think it is that the Aral Sea will eventually recover?
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